
Our New Organ - A Progress Report

We are a singing church and accompanying hymns with an organ is our bread and butter, or 
should I say "music to our Lutheran ears!"  Our worship would just not be the same without it.
Several months ago our aging organ stopped working for anything except being used as a midi 
player.  This is the reason why you have not seen either John or Lynn behind the keyboard for 
quite some time.

Recently, and on behalf of the church, Pastor Ehlers located 
and purchased, a used replacement organ.  This new organ is 
larger than our current instrument and has more capabilities.  
This will be evident to the casual observer as it has three 
keyboards compared to our current organ which has two.  As 
exciting as this is, the "new" organ needs some work.

For several weeks now, Pastor Ehlers, Leah Rundgren, Steve 
Brown and Dave Dutka have been spending time upgrading 
this magnificent instrument.  Pastor Ehlers has been leading 
the team, doing the woodworking and wiring while Steve has 
been helping with the wiring and soldering, Dave is doing the 
metalwork and Leah has been helping to "ring out" the wiring.  
You may be wondering exactly what we are doing and how 
long this will take.  So as not to go into the nitty gritty technical 
details, we are upgrading some dated technology like the  
mechanical linkage-operated foot pedals into new electronically 
controlled pedals and doing a complete rewiring to both add 
midi capabilities and to upgrade some older logic with newer 
technology.

Pastor and Steve pulling 
through new cables.

Each keyboard has an interconnect board 
which all need to be rewired

"Next to the Word of God, music deserves the highest praise. The gift of language 
combined with the gift of song was given to man that he should proclaim the Word of 
God through Music."   -  Martin Luther



So when will it ready?  This is a little hard to say 
because all of the people working on it have other 
jobs and responsibilities to juggle so the work is 
getting done sporadically and in pieces.  I would say 
that a good goal would be to have it ready to go by 
Easter 2017.

In the meantime, the members of Messiah are 
enjoying worshipping their Savior with midi 
accompaniment on the first, third and forth Sundays 
of the month, contemporary worship on second 
Sundays, and piano accompaniment on fifth 

Sundays.  In addition, we also are using the 
choir, special music, and John has been 
accompanying the Psalm of the Day on our 
electronic keyboards.  

So in total, the new organ will have three foot 
pedals, a pedal board, three keyboards and a 
copious number of buttons and knobs which 
are called "pistons" and "stops" in the 
industry.  Too bad our organists don't have 3 
or 4 feet and 3 or 4 arms to take full 
advantage of this instrument's capabilities.  
This is a limitation that we will just have to 

endure on this side of heaven. 😀

Steve preparing to do some up-close 
detailed soldering of fine 24AWG wires

Some tools of the trade - using needle nose 
pliers to wrap wires around pins prior to 
soldering

Some Thoughts on Worship 
Music

What is it about music that sticks in our 
memories, causes us to tap our feet and 
reaches us on a deep spiritual level?  

As far as worship music is concerned, it is the 
"living voice of the Gospel."  It allows us to 
express thanks, respect, honor and praise to 
our Lord in a very special way.  Music allows 
us to sing God's own words back to him.

Music is powerful, created by God himself to 
amplify our worship expressions, and to 
soothe our souls.  Music serves the WORD.

Sometimes when I sing in worship it's like the 
lyrics, melodies and harmonies are coming 
right from my heart and soul.

Music touches us deeply.  Music brings back 
memories.  Music carries our doctrines and 
beliefs.

Music allows us a beautiful format for prayer.

We appreciate our worship music now and 
this will only get amplified once we reach our 
heavenly home.



The old pedal mechanisms shown above actually relied on a linkage that when actuated by the 
organist's feet would pull on a wire that in turn would rotate these wooden spools.  As these 
spools rotated, contact wires were being lengthened and shortened to provide the variable 
resistance needed to perform the needed swell functions.  Hence the reason for the electronic 
upgrade.

On behalf of the worship team we appreciate your patience as we work towards completing  this 
project.

Modifications to the foot pedals.  The small 
circuit boards and the plunger operated 
potentiometers were added to replace  
antiquated mechanisms.

Front View of the Work in Progress

The old electro-mechanical pedal assemblies


