
A New Church Building? 
We hear that our current church building doesn't look like a church and that it has no curb appeal.  And 
yet, we love it as far as loving things can go.  We love it because it's God's house and it's here that we 
meet with God on a weekly basis in a very special way.  Many of us have been calling this our church for 
decades, for me it's been 18 years.  


Our church is where our children were baptized, and taught God's inerrant Word in Sunday school.  It's 
where friends are made and these friends are often our closest friends because we share a set of 
common beliefs that have life altering consequences.  The church is where we sing and pray whole 
heartedly together.  It's where we were married and ultimately will be the place where we pay our last 
respects to our loved ones as they proceed to their heavenly home.  Church is where we worship, we 
cry, we celebrate, we laugh and we love.  In the end, the "curb appeal" of our church really is quite low 
on the totem pole.


Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. - 1 Corinthians 12:27 

So why a new building?  Well, it's really not our building, it's God's House, and that's a big difference.  
As such, we want the best and we want to follow where the Spirit leads us, or at least where we believe 
he is leading us.  I believe that He is leading us into a future of growth, both outwardly and inwardly.  He 
is building our faith and making us more like Jesus each and every day.  So with the future in mind, we 
must use this faith to guide us in a direction that will allow for growth - more souls saved, more people 
being baptized, more people partaking of the Lord's Supper, and most importantly, more people to reach 
through the Gospel.


For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same 
function, so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. - 
Romans 12:4-5 

I joined the WELS 32 years ago as the result of a neighborhood canvassing effort in Pittsfield, MA.  My 
family attended the church in Pittsfield for 14 years until moving to CT.  Sadly, this church had to close 
it's doors in 2015 but I did have the opportunity to attend it's last worship service which Pastor Ehlers 
preached.  His sermon was particularly moving to me.  I must say that a few tears filled my eyes as I got 
reacquainted with so many people that I had not seen for over a decade and as I reflected on what this 
church meant to me.  I just wish that it was under better circumstances.  I do rejoice in the fact that our 
church on Buckland road is growing but my experiences at Faith in Pittsfield suggest that not every 
church is growing and that we need to be thankful for what God is doing through us in South Windsor.


We have not come to this building project decision lightly.  You can see and hear the intensity in our 
Voter's meetings.  Many, many prayers have been offered in this regard and our gifted leaders are 
spending lots of their time doing the necessary research.  Their motivation comes from the indwelling 
Spirit, from their love of God, and from following His Word to the best of their abilities.


�1



So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip 
his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the 
faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of 
the fullness of Christ. - Ephesians 4:11-13 

But what about you and me?  How do we fit in?  The answer can be found in scripture:


Ephesians 4:15-16 we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, 
that is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows 
and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.  

We are indeed all joined and held together through the faith that we hold dearly and that we 
express each time we walk through our church doors.  


This is a large financial step and all of us need to have a prayerful and supportive attitude as 
we move forward. 


In closing I would just like to say that this is a very exciting time for the members of Messiah.  
As we wrestle with the decisions to build and grow our church, we need to be so thankful that 
we are not a church on the decline.  God has blessed this congregation and is shedding His 
graces on us right now.  It is His through His graces, not our efforts, we are servants.  This is 
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For we are co-
workers in God’s 
service; you are 
God’s field, 
God’s building. 

 - 1 Corinthians 
3:9 



abundantly clear.  Our church is indeed beautiful.  It is beautiful to us.  After this project is 
behind us, it will be even more beautiful.  How lovely is God's dwelling place!
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